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Our Lady & St John’s 

Mental Maths Non-Negotiables Ladder 

These targets should be worked on in each term. Any child who has gaps in their learning should 

be picked up by the precision teaching or through planning. Children should be extended in each 

strand through practical examples or different examples to embed knowledge if they are secure 

of the basic concept. We will pre-test in autumn and post-test in summer.  

Term Mental Maths Strand 

Reception 

Beginning 

(Initials) 

Developing 

(numbers) 

Expected 

(Initials) 

A
ut

um
n 

Count reliably to 20    

Begin to know the days of the week    

 

S
pr

in
g 

Order numbers 1-20    

Say 1 more/1 less to 20    

Be able to partition numbers to 5 

into two groups 

   

 

S
um

m
e
r 

Counting in 10’s, 5’s and 2’s    

Know doubles to 10    

Add and subtract two single digit 

numbers 

   

 

 


